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“We have a dream…. for education for a sustainable future”
AAEE’s Ten Point Vision about Environmental Education for Sustainability in Australia
The purpose of this statement is to identify a vision for the role of education in developing a
sustainable future for Australia. This vision has been developed by the Australian Association for
Environmental Education but will belong to all those who take a role in its implementation.
Every Australian government - federal, state, territory and local - recognises sustainability as an
essential goal by having comprehensive sustainability policies and programs to support all
Australians in moving to more sustainable lifestyles through integrated education, regulatory,
economic and infrastructure provision measures.
Every business in Australia is encouraged to develop sustainable practices through appropriate
infrastructure and educational support, economic incentives and regulatory framework.
Every large and medium corporate entity trading in Australia uses a sustainability reporting
framework1 and trains its staff in environmental conservation and practices beyond legislative
compliance.
Every community and professional organisation takes a role in supporting its members to
integrate sustainable practices into their activities.
Every formal educational institution (pre-school, school, TAFE college, university and registered
training organisation) demonstrates best practice in establishing sustainable campuses and
curriculum that integrates sustainability content and principles to enable all graduates to develop
sustainable lifestyles and working practices.
Every school student is engaged in practical, hands-on, dynamic sustainability education,
including experiences in the natural world, in every year of their learning through a curriculum that
integrates coherent sustainability principles.
Every educator (in both formal and non-formal sectors) is professionally trained in both education
and sustainability content, methods and principles.
Every provider of environmental education for sustainability recognizes that education should be
directed at developing improved knowledge, skills, capacity and motivation to adopt more
sustainable practices.
Every member of the Australian community and every visitor to Australia learns about
sustainable practices in all spheres of their lives or visit to Australia, including the sustainability
implications of all purchases of goods and services, and is provided with relevant infrastructure
and appropriate choices in all aspects of their lives in, or visit to, Australia.
Every household, supported by ongoing education, improved public infrastructure and a
supportive culture, engages in an increasing range of sustainable behaviours.

1

Such as the Global Reporting Initiative
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Preface
The Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE) is the premier, national,
professional association for those who identify themselves as working in the fields of environment
or sustainability education.
The Association and its members are committed to working with others towards a sustainable
future.
AAEE represents the broad environmental education community in national discussions and
debates.
Through its representative roles on state and national committees, memberships and
partnerships and its state-based Chapters, AAEE represents and advocates for the interests of
environmental education and educators across Australia.
AAEE provides an important network, supporting its members with up-to-date research and policy
information, access to resources, and regular workshops and conferences.
AAEE exists to provide a forum for professionals interested in Environmental Education (EE) to
come together, network and share their knowledge and expertise. It also serves to represent the
environmental education fraternity in national discussions and debates.
AAEE also includes a number of Special Interest Groups for members: Teacher & Teacher
Education; Early Childhood; Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, Youth,
Transformative Learning and Early Career Researcher & Research Student.
The role of education is a critical tool in the path towards sustainability. Increasingly
environmental education is playing a major role in, and across sectors including government,
business, industry, the broader community, and in schools. AAEE exists to provide a network for
this growing force of environmental educators. It aims to support this network through:
-

growing professionally, providing a forum for sharing lessons and experiences;

-

providing a common voice to champion our cause in policy arenas and to generate funding;
and

-

forging partnerships with organisations that have common aims to further build the profile and
recognition of EE.

AAEE has professional links with similar associations in North America, New Zealand and India; it
is currently developing closer ties with Europe and Africa. The biennial, national conferences
have an international perspective and our members represent AAEE at conferences both at home
and overseas.
Membership is available in a range of categories with benefits including:
-

professional development nationally and regionally via conferences, workshops and
seminars;

-

member benefits with those organisations with which AAEE partners and/or holds
memberships;

-

access to the latest Australian research in the Australian Journal of Environmental Education,
sent free (full hard copy);

-

networking opportunities;

-

up-to-date news about environmental education programs and events around the country
through monthly e-bulletins and "ozEENews" - our quarterly e-newsletter;
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-

discounted registration at our biennial conference and substantial discounts on all AAEE
publications;

-

participation in Special Interest Group forums;

-

participation in State Chapters;

-

a voice to State and Federal governments about any issues as educators; and

-

access to resources in the members’ section of our website.

Together, AAEE members provide a stronger voice for EE across Australia and the world.
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AAEE Highlights of 2007/2008

1.

Across the country, the AAEE has been incredibly active during 2007/2008.
Details of the entire range of activities can be found in the later pages of this report, but below are
just a few of the highlights of the achievements of our organisation during 2007/2008.
-

This has been a ‘short year’ for the Executive (as it was elected in November and the Annual
General meeting was only the following July). Nonetheless it has been incredibly active
particularly as we were elected to commence a new governance structure as agreed with the
revised constitution in 2007. Much focus for executive has been in establishing these new
systems.

-

Welcoming new voices and representatives to the national liaison group – ensuring a voice
for all regions at national level. We are especially pleased to have signed an agreement with
the Victorian Association for Environmental Education.

-

Productive strategic planning weekend held at Canberra to enable handover for the outgoing
to incoming executive and national liaison representatives.

-

Executive and national liaison groups (representing Chapters and Special Interest Groups)
have developed and adopted a 3 year strategic plan informed by members needs for the
duration of the newly elected executive (available on website).

-

Through the strategic plan the focus areas that this executive are focusing on to assist AAEE
in meeting its goals are:
•

Communications

•

Partnerships;

•

Advocacy and lobbying;

•

Members Services;

•

Professional Development; and

•

Governance.

Working groups have been established at national level to drive and co-ordinate activities to
progress the strategic focus areas for this term of office. These are addressed by the national
liaison group at their quarterly meetings, at the monthly executive meetings and out of session by
the working groups.
-

The revised governance structures and management responsibilities are designed to enable
all members who volunteer to represent their state, territory or special interest group on the
National Liaison Group to focus on their specific areas of interest.

-

Preparation for 2008 Conference and Annual General Meeting, (Darwin).

-

Expression of Interest submitted by AAEE to host the 2011 World Environmental Education
Conference in Brisbane.

-

An advisory board is being established to provide reference and guidance on specific matters
to progress the interests of AAEE.

-

Continuing to work in partnership with like-minded groups and associations. We are pleased
to have signed an MOU with Teaching Australia.

-

Chapter activities continue to focus on the needs of their local members, for more details see
section 7. Hearing from the chapters is often the highlight of National meetings as this is when
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we can hear about and discuss the on-ground activities, political wins, successes and
challenges that members are facing day to day.
-

AAEE handbook finalised in light of the new constitution to ensure that all members know the
“ABC of AAEE”, including the roles and responsibilities of board members, staff and
members, procedures and key contact details.
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2.

Welcome and Introduction: Structure of the Report

Welcome to the 2007/2008 Annual Report of the Australian Association for Environmental
Education. The AAEE is a vital network driven by dedicated individuals who share a common
commitment to sustainability. This is our report to share, and celebrate all our achievements for
2007/2008. The primary objective of AAEE is to of course serve its members, so any feedback on
the report from members and stakeholders is most welcome.
This report is brought to you by the Executive of the AAEE. It relies on contributions from all of
the elected officers as well as members with special roles to capture the many actions and efforts
from across the country. Like most other activities of the Association, the work that was put in to
draft this report was provided voluntarily by members of the Association from across the country.
The 2007/2008 Annual Report adopts a new structure, in line with our newly adopted constitution
and Strategic Plan 2008-2010. Executive, Chapter and SIG activity is reported against the 200810 Strategic Focus Areas for meeting our Goals. The report attempts to combine our national
efforts across States and Territories, strengthening our connections and experiences as an
organisation.
Reports from the Editor of ozEENews and the Australian Journal of Environmental Education can
be found in Sections 8 and 9 respectively.
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3.

The President’s Page

Is it Annual Report time again? What a rapid 8 months since our AGM in November last year.
In that time, the new Executive has taken on task after task to satisfy the requirements of the new
Constitution and meet expectations of the growing Association membership. I would like to thank
Annie, Cam, Wendy, Sarah, Sheila, Jennifer, Jo, Hazel, Syd, Sue and Ruth for their energy,
commitment and achievements.
A hand-over plus planning weekend at Birrigai in the ACT late last year built a three year
Strategic Plan (available on the AAEE website). Actions were categorized under six key
headings: Communications, Partnerships, Advocacy and Lobbying, Member Services,
Professional Development, Governance and Decade for ESD Activities. These have shaped
meeting structures, activities by Executive members and this Annual Report.
In this short year, we have...
-

Held 3 national liaison meetings (these replace the old Council meetings). Despite a few
phone hiccups, these meetings have worked well. There’s still some clarification needed on
the role of these two-monthly meetings, and a paper is currently being circulated to confirm
how they will be conducted. These things take time. We’re getting there. Thanks to the face to
face and tele-participants for your patience and goodwill – as well as your focus on regional
Association matters.

-

Won agreement from a handful of high profile national individuals to be members of the
inaugural AAEE Advisory Board. Names will be announced at the conference in Darwin. The
first Board meeting will coincide with the hand-over from the current Executive to the new in
mid October.

-

Confirmed our commitments to work with peer organizations here and overseas by re-signing
our MOUs. We have also signed another with Teaching Australia. You’ll see that this has
already yielded profile for AAEE: Teaching Australia has agreed to support our next biennial
conference, which will be held in Canberra in late September 2010. Syd is working on other
similar relations with a number of peak environmental organizations. Information on these will
be made available when the time is right.

-

Finalised the Handbook for use by those with responsibilities for governance of AAEE.

-

Met with commonwealth government agencies to advocate for support of the Association and
for the field of environmental education. We also worked on advocating a closer joint working
relationship between DEWHA and DEEWR while at the same time briefing them on a global
climate change initiative from the chair of the IPCC. AAEE was also represented at the
CEE/UNESCO Conference in Ahmedabad, India where a paper was presented and the vice
president and treasurer led workshops on pedagogy and sustainability.

-

Begun a review of our website. Watch this develop over the next 12 months!

-

Played a leading role in contributing to two teaching resource kits. As a member of AFSSSE
we assisted in developing a unit on sustainability for an Australia China Council teaching
resource on the Beijing Olympics and, more recently, we developed an online teaching kit in
partnership with Planet Ark to complement their National Tree Day event.

-

Assisted in the first stage of the CEE/AAEE Global Communities for Sustainability program,
which was completed in April when Delhi Public School visited Sydney for a week to inform
schools about the environmental programs in schools in Ahmedabad India. Two Cooma High
School students and their teachers also visited India in November 2007 and explained to a
group of Indian schools the projects occurring in Australian schools.
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I would like to thank Sandy Eager, our Administration Coordinator for the exceptional work she
continues to do. Sandy’s attention to quality, detail and effective communication with members all
help our Association tick along, building good relations and stronger networks along the way. The
e-monthly is working a treat!
And thanks to Carol Bryant for ozEENews. I wonder how it just keeps getting better. Combining
quality content from members, high-order editing skills and fabulous design work, each issue
gives our Association more and more credibility. Each is a publication to be proud of.
Similarly the Journal! Thanks Jo and Roy for keeping on keeping on with the work (and
challenges) of attracting articles and producing a Journal worthy of our national Association and
needs. Thanks also to Jonathan for looking after the Association website.
Thanks too to the SIG and Chapter Convenors, who – for another year – have stayed focused on
the special needs and interests of our members. I trust your non-participation on the Executive or
Council is giving you more time for your Association work. Having said this, a number of
Executive members are Chapter or SIG Convernors! Thanks for taking on this double load.
Thanks to Grahame Collier, who has stayed with the professional development project with some
of our MOU affiliates. A meeting is being held in Darwin during the conference to progress this to
development stage. Implementation will be during 2008-09 – you’ll be hearing more about this.
Farewell and thanks to the Executive members who are leaving us at this AGM. Sarah and Hazel
– great job with the Annual Report. Thanks.
And finally, I would like to thank Peter Woods from DEWHA for the support he has given our
Association over recent years and acknowledge that his advice has been very useful in the
strategic thinking about the role and direction of AAEE. On behalf of AAEE members, I wish him
well in the next part of his working life.
Phil Smith
AAEE President
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4.

AAEE Membership

Total membership plus journal subscriptions as at 30 June 2008 was 558, compared to 576 at
th
30 June 2007, a 3% decrease over the last year. But, it is positive to note that there have been
increases in Corporate and School/Small NGO Memberships. It is recognized that member
retention will continue to be a focus area for the association along with new member recruitment.
A lift in membership is expected from the Northern Territory conference in July 2008, as has
resulted from previous conferences due to the member discount pricing for conference
registrations.
Of the 558 total at 30 June 2008, 500 were members and 58 were journal subscriptions only.
The members fell into the following membership categories at 30 June:
Category

No. Members
2007

2008

Individual

301

273

Concession

46

24

Family

6

4

School/Small NGO

81

106

Corporate

43

64

Life

28

29

Journal Subscription only

71

58

TOTAL

576

558

The membership breakdown by states for all membership categories including subscriptions is:
State

June
2007

June
2008

ACT

11

15

NSW

150

152

NT

16

20

Queensland

61

67

SA

47

46

Tasmania

15

18

Victoria

93

119

WA

91

53

International

21

10

TOTAL

505

500

Journal

71

58

TOTAL inc AJEE subscriptions

576

558
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A new fee structure was introduced at the 2007 AGM. It was agreed that membership fees for the
Association be tied through a standard formula to the full individual membership fee. When the
individual membership fee is reviewed and amended at an AGM all fees will change in the set
proportions to that individual fee. It is proposed that the proportions be as follows:
-

Concession (student/pensioner): 60% of full individual fee;

-

Family: one and a quarter (125%) full individual fee;

-

School, small NGO: one and a half (150%) full individual fee;

-

Corporate: two and a half (250%) full individual fee; and

-

Life member: ten times full individual fee.

Creating a standard formula facilitates the setting of new fees. These proportions have been
chosen as simple round figures that are close to the current fee schedule. They represent small
increases in all categories. These increases would apply for membership year from 1 October
2008:
Member category

Existing fees

New fees from 1 October 2008

Individual

99

99

Concession

56

60

Family

120

125

School, small NGO

140

150

Corporate

240

250

Life member

985

990

All current fees shown below are for Australia (include GST). Deduct GST for overseas
subscriptions.

Australian Association for Environmental Education Annual Report 2007/2008

Page 12 of 41

The schedule of fees and increases approved is shown in the next table:
Category

Fees $

Fees $

2005-06

2007-08

Individual

88

99

Individual Concession

50

56

Family

106

120

Schools and small not-for-profit NGOs, community
groups

100

140

Corporate – large NGOs, government and industry

200

240

Life members

880

985

80

90

+ $30 post

+ $30 post

800

896

($30/yr post)

($30/yr post)

66

74

incl. postage

incl. postage

60

67

+ $30 postage

+ $30 postage

40

45

Australia (includes GST)

International
Individual

Life

Journal only subscription
Australia*

International

Members of affiliate organisations*
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6.

Executive Activity

The structure of this year’s report adopts a new format for Executive, Chapter and SIG reporting,
with detail provided under the key focus areas as identified in the Strategic Plan 2008-2010 and
linked to the organisational objectives identified in our constitution.
Organisational Objectives
Object 1: Be a robust professional organisation with an active growing membership in all states
and territories, supporting environmental/sustainability educators in rich and diverse ways,
promoting professional leading practice and advocating at all levels for better educational and
sustainability outcomes.
Object 2: Take leadership in promoting, advocating for and advancing environmental and
sustainability education in Australia.
Object 3: Serve as a guardian of, and advocate for, professional standards in environmental and
sustainability education and facilitate research, practice and policy dialogue on professional
practice.
Object 4: Be a catalyst for and develop, support and contribute to continuing professional
development programs to assist educators to work effectively with all sectors of society towards a
sustainable Australia.
Object 5: Build a strong professional body valued by all those delivering Environmental Education
and Education for Sustainability through external and internal communication and by providing an
attractive and useful range of services to members.
Object 6: Develop partnerships, affiliations and cooperative projects to advance the work of the
Association.
Object 7: Ensure the operations of the Association adopt environmentally sustainable practices,
are financially viable and are undertaken with transparent and effective governance.
Object 8: Establish and maintain a public fund to be called the Australian Association for
Environmental Education Gift Fund for the specific purpose of supporting the environmental
education objects and activities of the Association.
To drive progress in these organisational objective areas this executive and national liaison group
are focussing on AAEE communications, partnerships, advocacy and lobbying, members
services, professional development and our own governance. Each of these topics has two or
more members of the national liaison group coordinating the actions. Whilst this reporting period
has seen the establishment of this new system, these focus areas are to be reported against
quarterly (from July 2008) For more details on why these were selected and how they are
scoped, please refer to the strategic plan p9.
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National Executive: Syd Smith and Hazel Storey
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• Website: reviewed web site needs and commenced process
of updating the AAEE website.
• Emonthly: Policy updated and included as Administration
Officers responsibility in new contract.
• Media Training: Commenced planning for media training for
Chapter representatives for late 2008.
• Artwork circulated to all members of the National Liaison for
the AAEE banner encouraging its use.
• Branding reviewed and for the time being to remain
• AAEE NSW published a guide to preparing and writing case
studies.

Partnerships

• Partnerships: AAEE is developing a National Tree Day kit
with Planet Ark. This is to partly replace the resource kit
undertaken by AAEE in 1998 and will be available on line in
July 2008 for National Tree Day.
• The GCS project with CEE India led to the visit of Delhi Public
School to Sydney in April and the travel in November 2007 to
Ahmedabad, India of Monaro High School who shared their
sustainability programs with Indian schools and congratulated
by the Australian Ambassador for India.
• ARIES Cooperative Projects: Initial contact has been made
with ARIES to explore cooperative projects, Negotiations are
continuing.
• AAEE is in partnership with Monash University and Gould
League to undertake a research project on Professional
Teaching Standards and Learning in Environmental
Education.
• MOUs: AAEE has successfully developed an MOU with
Teaching Australia and attended its launches in a number of
capital cities as well as the forum held in Brighton Le-Sands
Sydney in late June.

Advocacy and Lobbying

• Links with China: Phil Smith and Syd Smith are working with
the Australia China Development Centre to develop a major
workshop in 2009 with the Shanghai Government with
industry, university and government personnel.
• Liaison with Government and NGOs: Syd Smith and Phil
Smith are working with The Energy Resource Institute in
Delhi to support an international climate change curriculum
project.
• Syd Smith, Hazel Storey and Phil Smith have visited
DEWHA, the former Australian Greenhouse Office and
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Focus Area

Report
DEEWR to discuss AAEE projects and encouraging them to
work more closely with AAEE and similar networks on
Environmental Education programs
• As a member of the Association for the Study of Society and
Social Education (AFSSSE) AAEE played its role in
developing a resource on the Beijing Olympics which is on
line on both the AAEE and AFSSSE websites.
• AAEE has rejoined the National Education Forum.
• AAEE played an influential role in developing the revised
National Action Plan to be launched in 2008.
• AAEE continues to play an influential role nationally through
the (previous) National Environmental Education Committee
which has been renamed the National Council on Education
for Sustainability.
• An AAEE Advisory Board commenced being set up to gain
external advice on AAEE projects and goals and widen its
networks beyond the sustainability field. Advice from media,
business, universities, government and education is intended.
• National Curriculum Board: AAEE participated in a recent
forum held by the newly established National Curriculum
Board. The Board is chaired by Dr Barry McGaw.

Members Services

• President sent letter to members with a welcome and
reminder to renew following Executive handover and renewal
reminders undertaken by Chapters and Administration
Officer.
• Consultants Register launched on website. This enables
members to easily find consultants when required
• AAEE banners available for chapters
• Welcome to AAEE system underway for all new members

Professional
Development

• Training courses: A media training course is being planned
for chapter representatives in Sydney in late 2008.
• Grahame Collier is working with AWA, WMAA and MESA to
develop professional development training modules for EfS
practitioners.

Governance

• Gathered in Canberra for handover and to commence
strategic planning processes in December 2007.
• Strategic Plan 2008-2010 developed with action plan.
• National Liaison Meeting structure changed to encourage
strategic and focussed, corporate discussion, debate and
reporting.
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Focus Area

Report
• Executive Members continue to meet monthly to manage the
organisational affairs of AAEE
• Annual Report structure changed to reflect strategic plan and
focus areas.
• Handbook: Updated and circulated.
• Funding: Successful application to NSW Environmental Trust
to secure funding for NSW AAEE Administration

7.

Chapter Activity

State/Territory Chapters report activity against the focus areas and organisational objectives as
presented in the constitution adopted at the 2007 AGM.
Australian Capital Territory Chapter report not included in this annual report.

New South Wales: Mark Caddey
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• The NSW chapter has a website developed by Jane Smith
www.aaeensw.org.au/ as another communication strategy
from the action plan. This site provides us with an
opportunity to bring the many Environmental education
groups and individuals together in AAEE (Objective 7).
• The NSW AAEE secretary manages the distribution of regular
email updates to state members (Objective 7).
• Through emails we encourage our members to submit stories
or activities or papers to journals, newsletters and
publications (Objective 9).

Partnerships

• NSW AAEE supported the Sydney Environmental Education
Network (SEEN) conference in November in Sydney 1-3
November (Objective 2).
• The association assisted the Centre for Environmental
Education (CEE) with the Global Communities for
Sustainability project, an Australia – India schools
sustainability project (Objective 4).
• A contribution of $1000 to the ASGAP conference (Objective
4).
• The association is a partner in the NSW Government’s ‘Water
for Life’ project and is working collaboratively with ‘Water for
Life’ in the delivery of a professional development program
supporting local government environmental educators
(Objective 5).
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Focus Area

Report
• Worked with the LGSA to complete a survey of the status of
Environmental Education in local government. This follows a
similar survey AAEE NSW conducted in 2005, creating a
longitudinal study of the status of EE in local government in
NSW (Objective 5).
• NSW AAEE contributed $1,000 to the production of a DVD
about four young East Timorese who travelled to Australia to
participate in the SEEN conference. This project includes the
development of teaching and learning resources to go with
the DVD (Objective 6).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• In April 2008 the NSW Government approved the
appointment of Neil Dufty (and Phil Smith as alternative) to
the NSW Council on Environmental Education (Objective 5).

Members Services

• The ‘Write it Up’ project supports the documentation of
community and other environmental projects. Phase 1 of the
project was concluded successfully in early 2008 with the
printing and distribution of a guide to all AAEE NSW
members and the listing of the document on the AAEE NSW
and a link to the document from the national AAEE website
(Objective 3).
• The Phase 2 of the project commenced in April 2008 with the
development of a training workshop materials to support a
series of workshops for members of the environmental
education community. A contractor was engaged in June to
manage this process (Objective 3).
• The NSW executive regularly holds meeting and
communicates information to state members via emails
(Objective 8).

Professional
Development

• A National Awards program was introduced by Sue Martin
based on the NSW Environmental Educator of the year
award. The NSW award for ‘Outstanding contribution to
Environmental Education’ was awarded to Helen Tyas-Tungal
(Objective 1).

Governance

• The NSW AAEE Action Plan 06-08 has guided the executive
over the last two years in its actions. There are 5 focus areas
(Membership, Promotion and Advocacy, Communication and
Dissemination, Professional Development, Coordination &
Partnerships) with actions and executive responsibility
(Objective 1).

Australian Association for Environmental Education Annual Report 2007/2008

Page 18 of 41

Northern Territory: Kate Smith
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• AAEE 2008 Biennial Conference main focus all year
(Objective 8).
• Virtual options for the 2008 Conference are some of the
initiatives that AAEE-NT has pursued with the hope that this
will be an ongoing element of future conferences.
• AAEE-NT promoted the local chapter at the World
Environment Day Exposition held at the Museum and Art
Gallery of the Northern Territory on 8 June 2008 (Objective
7).

Partnerships

Partnerships that have been formed this year are ones that
revolve around the 2008 AAEE Conference:
• The AIUYF aims to develop links and foster understanding
and dialogue between Australian and Indian students, and to
establish a program of focused engagement for Australian
and Indian higher education institutions. Through IDP
Education Australia Ltd 38 Australian university students will
travel with Indian students. These students will join the AAEE
Conference on 11 July 2008.
• Youthlead has conducted a leadership program in Darwin at
Charles Darwin University in the lead up to the Conference.
AAEE-NT promoted this activity to its membership. They will
also be involved with the Youth Forum at the 2008
Conference being facilitated by Millennium Kids.
• Charles Darwin University has provided incredible support
and resources to our Conference.
• Millennium Kids is facilitating the Youth Forum component of
the 2008 Conference.
• Greening Australia will be providing a field trip at the 2008
Conference.
• Darwin City Council s hosting the welcome social function for
the 2008 Conference and also conducting a field trip at the
2008 Conference.
• Northern Territory Government has been a major sponsor of
the 2008 Conference through the Natural Resources,
Environment and the Arts and the Department of Education,
Employment and Training.
• DEWHR is the major sponsor for 2008 Conference.
• AAEE NT is a participant in an ARIES project being run
through Charles Darwin University (all Objective 4 & 5).
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Queensland: Melinda Mason
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• Monthly e-news sent to members (Objective 4).
• Phone call to new member on joining to outline AAEE
(Objective 4).

Partnerships

• Developing grassroots partnerships with QLD organisations
offering professional development (i.e. Kedron Brook
Teachers Network (Objective 6).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• Sent out letters of introduction to key QLD government
departments (Objective 1).
• 1 follow up meeting held with QLD Health (Objective 1).

Members Services

• Frequent QLD member’s social events scheduled (Objective
4).
• Held lecture by Prof John Fien for World Environment Day
(40+ attendance) (Objective 4).
• Current QLD chapter e-news posted on AAEE national
website (Objective 4).

Professional
Development

• Held a field trip to the Port of Brisbane, showcasing
environmental education opportunities available (Objective 2).
• Promote any QLD professional development opportunities in
the QLD e-news (Objective 2).

Governance

• Regular communications between chapter delegate and QLD
executive member (Objective 9).
• Regular meetings with longstanding QLD members
(Objective 9).

South Australia: Sheila Brown
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• AAEE-SA has promoted its events and functions throughout
the state through various networks and also through the
website which is continually updated to reflect activities
(Objective 7).

Partnerships

• AAEE-SA members have been key in the partnership with
AuSSI-SA, Adelaide Mount Lofty NRM Board, DEWR
(Commonwealth), Department for Environment and Heritage
(DEH), Department of Education and Children’s Services
(DECS), in the development of the “Growing new Skills”
professional development series for project officers and
environmental educators (Objective 5).
• AAEE-SA is member of the Council of Education
Associations of South Australia (CEASA) (Objective 4).

Australian Association for Environmental Education Annual Report 2007/2008

Page 20 of 41

Focus Area

Report
• AAEE-SA members have supported the development of the
AuSSI SA Sustainable & Attainable education resource (Still
under development) (Objective 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• There has been considerable discussion at meetings about
AAEE-SA advocacy and lobbying. AAEE members have
successfully lobbied to (something about the community
gardens here – did we do this or was this a Kate issue?)
(Objective 5).
AAEE-SA have sent:
• A letter of support for the Conservation Council of SA's Coast
and Marine Field Days SA Envirofund application.
• Letter to the Minister of Health re funding support for the
reinstatement of Community Garden Project Officer Positions.
As a result AAEE-SA members have met with people from
Health Dept, DECS, and Dept of Premier & Cabinet to
discuss further.
• Promoted member Lee Grigg as the winner of the SA AAEE
Environmental Educator of the Year Award (2007) (all
Objective 5).

Members Services

• 4 editions of SouthOzEE news have been emailed to
members showcasing upcoming PD opportunities, new
resources, AAEE committee profiles and upcoming events
(Objective 9).

Professional
Development

• AAEE-SA has played a key role in the development of the
“Growing new Skills” professional development series
(Objective 3).
Other PD includes:
• Climate Change: Get Off your BOM workshop; April 3rd at
Bureau of Meteorology (50 teachers and educators attended).
Guest speaker: Darren Ray, Climate Researcher with the SA
Bureau of Meteorology which included a Tour of observation
area, an overview of available climate change resources and
websites.
• Food Forest Tour; May 3rd, 25 people attended. Observed
permaculture systems in action and enjoyed organic food
tastings.
• AGM & tour of the Advertiser Building (Oct 5th 2007). The
AGM included a tour through the Advertiser building which
has won many industry accolades for sustainable building
practices.
• Aldinga Arts Ecovillage (23rd Sep 2007). Over 25 members
came on a tour of sustainable living in action (all Objective 8).

Governance

• We continue to have a small but active committee and
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develop forward planning for the AAEE-SA committee

Other Comments

• AAEE-SA is a small but active group committed to education
for sustainability, increasing membership and providing a high
quality professional development program for environmental
educators and service providers representing all levels of
education.

Tasmania: Annie Beecroft
Focus Area

Report

Communications

Email Distribution lists:
• Maintenance of AAEE members’ distribution list;
• Establishment of ‘interested persons’ distribution lists from
attendees at AAEE organised events; and
• Use of Education Department’s Infostream to publicise AAEE
organised events.
Raising profile of AAEE – Tasmanian Chapter through:
• Membership of AuSSi Steering Committee; and
• Presentations re AAEE at seminars and information sessions
for schools participating in AuSSi Tasmania pilot (all
Objective 7).

Partnerships

Ongoing collaboration with Sustainable Living Tasmania through:
• SLT Home Expo October 2007 ;
• Seed to Plate seminars July – December 2007;
• Educating for Sustainability in Schools Expo April 2008; and
• Shared Compost Cube promotion with SLT and Aussi at
Tread Lightly Enviro Fest June, 2008.
Forging of partnership with Australian Sustainable Schools
Initiative (AuSSI) – Tasmanian pilot through:
• membership of Steering Committee AuSSi; and
• collaboration with AuSSi via shared site at state government
inaugural Tread Lightly Enviro Fest about sustainability held
to celebrate World Environment Day 2008 June 8, 2008.
Utilisation of professional links of members in organising and
conducting events, for example Tas Hydro Hands on Energy
Centre, Molesworth Environment Education Centre, Woodbridge
Marine Discovery Centre (all Objectives 4 & 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• Pivotal role in 2007 of member Nel Smit in raising awareness
of AuSSi with Minister for Education.

Australian Association for Environmental Education Annual Report 2007/2008

Page 22 of 41

Focus Area

Report
• Forging links with Department of Environment Parks Heritage
and the Arts and Department of Education with AuSSi
Tasmanian pilot project (Objective 5).

Members Services

• Membership numbers have remained stable.
• Membership drive has focused on teacher networks
established through Educating for Sustainability in Schools
focus 2007/08 through encouragement of uptake of school
membership.
• Keeping members informed through email distribution lists
and regular meetings.

Professional
Development

• Events organised 2007/08 have focused on professional
development for teachers K-12 on educating for sustainability
in the context of climate change (Objective 8).
• Provision of resources and ongoing follow up services for
event participants.

Governance

• Uptake and commitment of state representation on national
executive by one individual represents issue of concern for
Tasmanian chapter due to size and nature of the membership
of AAEE Tasmanian Chapter.
• In 2008 personal and professional factors have impacted on
current state representative’s ability to satisfactorily fulfil the
required commitment.

Victoria: Bernadette Thomas
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• VAEE provides a regular EnviroEvents newsletter which is
available to all members for the active promotion of events,
seminars, Professional Learning & other resources.
• VAEE is registered on the Victorian Institute of Teaching PDI
Portal, the primary contact point for school & non school
educators seeking professional learning.
• VAEE publishes a quarterly journal, Eingana, which includes
a range of resource materials for teachers, academic
articles, & community educators as well as including
information on changing trends in the environmental
education field & community at large. Eingana is a key
resource for VAEE members (all Objectives 7 & 9).

Partnerships

• Strategic Partnership Program (SPP): VAEE has developed
& implemented a PL program for teachers & sustainability
facilitators as part of the Department of Education & Early
Childhood Development, SPP, linking VAEE with a wide
range of organisations with a direct stake in the delivery of
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Education for Sustainability in Victoria.
• During 2007 a survey & report was prepared for the City of
Boroondara, on the delivery of EfS through schools, in all
sectors within the LGA. This study extended to include
comparative information from other LGA’s in Victoria &
beyond.
• In partnership with the Sustainable Living Festival VAEE coordinated the Education Day for schools, an interactive fun
filled day for students from years 4 – 11. Students & their
teachers took part in a series of interactive workshops &
forums following the theme ‘Sustainability – Make it your
Sport’.
• VAEE has been implementing two programs for
Sustainability Victoria - the Education for Sustainability
Program for Victorian Schools (AuSSI Vic) & the
Professional Development for Sustainability Educators.
• The Professional Development for Sustainability Educators
(Guide Beside) project is now in its fourth year. Guide Beside
approaches are about bringing collaborative and
transformative ways of working into the ways we facilitate
learning & change for sustainability. Foundation workshops
have been offered in Facilitating Change, Strategic Planning,
Evaluation and in Building Partnerships & Support. All are
attracting substantial support. Guide Beside approaches are
also being incorporated into the VAEE led AuSSI-Vic
program and into VAEE associated programs with the Waste
Management Association of Australia and the Roadmap for
Building EcoLiving Centres project (among others). Guide
Beside approaches have been adopted by VAEE Council as
an underpinning to the ways we frame learning based
change for sustainability. Details are on the VAEE website
(all Objectives 4 & 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• The VAEE is represented at the Sustainability Victoria State
Education Steering Committee (Objectives 4 & 5).

Members Services

• VAEE has an online contacts directory which can be
accessed from the VAEE website. This directory is updated
on an annual basis (Objective 7).
• VAEE is a member of the Council of Professional Teachers
Associations of Victoria, directly serving educators in the
Education for Sustainability field. Professional Learning,
support & advice is offered to educators & students from
Early Childhood to VCE. This support extends to non-school
educators linked to NGO’s, LGA’s, Government Departments
& agencies. Support is also provided too many community
based organisations.
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• As mentioned above, VAEE has an EnviroEvents newsletter,
a journal & a website (Objective 7).
• VAEE has a range of online networks for members to
participate in on a regular basis.
• VAEE held a conference for members in August 2007 on the
theme ‘One Bite at the Cherry’. 50 members attended a
wide range of presentations at the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne (Objective 8).
• The annual VCE exam revision workshops for students &
trial exam papers were well received (Objective 8).

Professional
Development

• All VAEE members have access to the range of Professional
Development workshops & activities delivered as part of the
Strategic Partnerships Program. These workshops are
developed specifically for teachers & non-school EfS
facilitators.
• All members have the opportunity to participate in the PL
program being conduct on behalf of Sustainability Victoria
(see above) (all Objective 8).

Governance

• VAEE council & executive hold monthly meetings for either
the full council or working groups & sub committees.

Western Australia: Jennifer Pearson
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• Submitted a response to DEC Air Quality: Community
Education Program.
• Submitted response to Department of Water, Gnangara
Sustainability Strategy looking at the use of stored
groundwater.
• Submitted response to Water Forever: Options for Our Water
Future paper (all Objective 1).
• Regularly forward information through network about a range
of PD offered from other organisations (Objective 7).
• Environmental Educators Network, email once a fortnight
managed by DEC on behalf of AAEE WA Chapter, to advertise
upcoming events for a range of EE providers across the state
(Objective 7).

Partnerships

• Perth Zoo, MOU developed to support our continued
involvement with them for meetings and events.
• Millennium Kids, MOU to develop partnership programs.
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• Geography Association of Western Australia supported us for
GEES Day.
• Science Teachers Association of Western Australia, supported
them with their Primary Science Conference by offering our
network for information and encouraged presenters to
participate. Also supported us for the GEES Day event.
• Edith Cowan University, both the Earth Day Expo on 4th April
and GEES day on the 28th March.
• Represented on AuSSI committee, regular updates to
meetings for chapter about events to support (all Objectives 4
& 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• Meeting with Hon David Templeman, Minister for Environment.
• Manned display at Sun Festival, all day event at University of
Western Australia (UWA), handed out brochures and talked
with a range of other providers in EE.

Members Services

• Baldivis Children Forrest, Night stalk evening in May
• Sponsorship to National Conference in Darwin of an early bird
delegate fee has been initiated this year (Objective 8).

Professional
Development

• Catchments Corridors Coasts, 16th – 18th January, three day
PD for teachers, pre-service teachers, industry, local and state
Gov personal.
• Media Workshop, 17th June, 6 hours of PD delivered by
Megan Hudson of Millennium Kids to 15 participants
(Objective 8).

Governance

• Conduct regular monthly meetings on the 3rd Thursday of
each month. Guest speakers on occasions.
• Website for WA updated with office bearers full contact details
for Convenor, Secretary, Treasurer, State Delegate and
Membership (Objective 7).
• Generated a model for GEES day committee incorporating
support from Perth Zoo, Science Teachers Association of WA,
Geography Association of WA and UWA with associated
funding.
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Special Interest Groups Activity

SIGs have been established to help members develop particular interests and share information
and resources specific to that topic. Six SIGs are currently in operation:
-

Early Childhood;

-

Teachers and Teacher Education;

-

Early Career Researcher & Research Students;

-

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development,

-

Young People & Environmental Citizenship; and

-

Transformative Learning.

Much of the dedicated and focussed work comes from the SIGs and they play an important role
for the organisation to provide particular advice and as a forum for members.
Early Childhood SIG: Sue Elliott
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• The EC SIG section of the AAEE website has been updated
this year and marketing of the association including the EC
SIG continues through professional development and
informal professional contact (Objective 7).

Partnerships

• Locally the key partnership established with Early Childhood
Australia (ECA), the peak national body for early childhood,
has continued to strengthen. Following on from their 2007
Federal election agenda item on EfS, they are developing
and promoting EfS publications and have identified
sustainability as a main strand in their triennial conference to
be held in Canberra in October 2008. EC SIG members are
frequently involved in working on these initiatives.
• On the international front Davis and Elliott presented at the
North American Association for Environmental Education
conference in November 2007 and the paper is now available
on the conference proceedings website. On going
relationships with NAAEE counterparts are being fostered.
• A report is now available of the first international meeting on
early childhood EfS that was held by UNESCO/Gothenburg
University in May 2007. Davis contributed from Australia and
will be returning to Gothenburg, Sweden in November 2008
to discuss UNESCO conference plans.
• Also looking ahead, Vaealiki, Davis and Elliott will be
presenting a symposium entitled ‘Shifting the paradigm from
nature study to education for sustainability: research
perspectives from down under’ at the European Early
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• Childhood Education Research Conference in Norway,
September 2008. Sustainability is a key conference strand for
the first time and further international partnerships are
anticipated (all Objectives 4 & 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• Individual group members and the convenor continue to lobby
for early childhood EfS at local and national levels. However,
the recommendations for early childhood stated in ‘The
National Review of Environmental Education and its
Contribution to Sustainability in Australia Vol 2’ are yet to be
supported by government and we still await outcomes of the
National Action Plan consultancy process.

Members Services

• Members continue to receive emailed newsletters on a
quarterly basis and update emails of relevant events and
information. Also, email contact provides an opportunity for
members seeking specific information to canvas a range of
expertise (Objectives 7 & 8).

Professional
Development

• While the EC SIG does not have direct responsibility for
professional development, a number of members are
significantly involved in this area both at in-service and preservice levels with local government, individual early
childhood services and tertiary institutions. For example, a
significant step forward promoted by Young has been the
inclusion of sustainability competencies in the new national
community services training package for TAFE Childcare
Courses.
• Building on the success on the Christchurch NZ and Sydney
Aust conferences the third Australasian Early Childhood EfS
is planned for October 2009 in Melbourne. EC SIG members
play a significant role in these events and there are many
opportunities for professional development and networking
(all Objective 8).

Governance

• The member list was updated in April 2008 and group
membership is currently 45.
• Reports have been provided at the two AAEE liaison
meetings held in 2008.
• A two-yearly action plan developed for 2007-09 will be
reviewed at the biannual AAEE Conference EC SIG meeting.

Other Comments

• The EC SIG has had another busy year buoyed by the
support demonstrated by 160 participants at the Sydney
conference last November. The growing interest in early
childhood education for sustainability, both locally and
internationally, is clear and Australia is now well placed in a
leading role internationally. However, it is still evident that
significant funding for initiatives and government recognition
and support are lacking. The local state networks and
individuals that drive this sector are feeling over-burdened
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and just surviving trying to meet the increasing demands on
their resources, time and expertise. The recent change of
federal government has led to heightened interest in early
childhood, this interest must be converted into tangible
support across the sector.
• Thanks to all the EC SIG members for their on-going
contribution and to the AAEE Council and administrative staff
for their support of the EC SIG.

Teachers and Teacher Education SIG: Dr Amy Cutter-Mackenzie
Focus Area

Report

Communications

• The SIG communicates via a Yahoo email group. See

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AAEE-TTE-SIG/
(Objective 7).
Partnerships

• Teaching Australia.
• Multiple universities and schools (Objectives 4 & 5).

Advocacy and Lobbying

• The SIG actively contributes and participates in policy
development. The SIG has been particularly active in
participating in Teaching Australia’s policy and standards
development work. AAEE (TTE SIG) launched the Australian
Teaching Charter at Monash University April 2, 2008
(Objective 1).

Members Services

• All members are provided with access to the TTE discussion
forum and website resources (Objective 7).

Professional
Development

• Shortly TTE SIG members will be invited to participate in a
pilot teacher standards project which includes professional
learning dimensions. If successful, the project will then take a
national approach.

Governance

• The SIG is governed by a convenor (Dr Amy CutterMackenzie). The SIG is still currently looking for a coconvenor so that further member services can be provided.

Other Comments

• While the SIG has steadily evolved, the SIG requires further
strategic direction. We have gradually established a
fundamental presence within AAEE. Our long term goal is to
extend this presence within appropriate professional
associations and government bodies.
• Thank you to the AAEE Executive and Council for their
continual support of the Teachers & Teacher Education SIG.
I would like to especially thank Sandy Eager for her
administrative support.
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Research Student and Early Career Researchers SIG: Rebecca Miles and Kate Thompson
Focus Area

Report

Communications

Communications within the SIG have largely revolved around the
SIG conveners providing information about environmental
education research and opportunities that is relevant for SIG
members. Some examples are:
•
•
•
•
•

Education and research workshops
Post-Doctoral opportunities
ENSI New Researchers Seminar
AAEE conference
AARE Early Career Researchers Conference

Additionally, SIG members were invited to share abstracts for the
upcoming AAEE conference and provide each other with
feedback (all Objective 7).
Governance

• SIG members were consulted with regarding changes to
governance and SIG roles in AAEE.

Other Comments

• Currently the SIG has not had much activity; however the
conveners are working on plans to increase interaction within
the SIG in a way that will be beneficial to members. The
AAEE conference will also provide an opportunity for
discussion amongst members and potential new SIG
members as to ways that the SIG can assist research
students and early career researchers in the association.

The following SIGs are currently reviewing their role and their future operation:
-

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development,

-

Young People & Environmental Citizenship; and

-

Transformative Learning.
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8.

ozEENews Report

Focus Area

Report

Communications

Raising awareness and celebrating EE/EfS initiatives in Australia
and countries where AAEE has a formal relationship as per Goal
4.

Advocacy and Lobbying

A new “AdvocacEE” column commenced in the February 2008
ozEEnews highlighting advocacy activities of Council members
as per Goal 1.

Members Services

Development and distribution of 3 editions of ozEENews as per
Goal 4.

Professional
Development

Advertising PD opportunities in all editions of ozEENews.

Other Comments

HUGE thankyou to all contributors for the three editions.

Carol Bryant
OzEENews Editor

9.

AJEE Report

The Australian Journal of Environmental Education (AJEE) published one issue in 2007 and is
on-track to publish the 2008 issue in December. The quality of environmental education research
in Australia is highly regarded and AJEE acts as an important point of dissemination for this
research. AJEE is a key service that is provided to members by AAEE.
Jo-Anne Ferreria
AJEE Editor
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10.

UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

In December 2002, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the years from 2005 to
2014 the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD).Governments from around
the world were invited to strengthen their contribution to sustainability through a focus on
education.
In November 2006, the Department of the Environment and Heritage, published “Caring for Our
Future The Australian Government Strategy for the UNDESD, 2005 – 2014”
The government’s Vision was that
“At the end of the Decade the Australian community will have the understanding, knowledge,
skills and capacity to contribute to sustainable development and will embrace the intrinsic value of
sustainability as a national aspiration. Our ultimate vision is a sustainable Australia.”
Its goal was “to mainstream sustainability across the community through education and lifelong
learning”.
At the 2006 AAEE Bunbury Conference Peter Woods gave members an update on the DESD
from the government’s perspective with “Caring for our Future
The importance of strategic approaches and partnerships in education for sustainable
development”
DESD activities undertaken by AAEE members and their organisations include; curriculum
integration, local government’s developing and delivering environmental education strategies and
plans, both for their own organisations and communities. The table below demonstrates some
key activities undertaken by AAEE in supporting DESD activities.
National Executive

• Annual Report: Collated national activities or annual
reporting.
• The 2010 AAEE conference will look at progress on the
Decade for Education for Sustainable Development.

ozEENews

• The December 2007 edition of ozEENews showcased DESD
activities.

South Australian Chapter

• AAEE-SA aims to ensure all programs and planning support
the DESD.

Tasmanian Chapter

• Educating for Sustainability in context of climate change has
been key focus for AAEE Tasmanian Chapter 2005-2008.

Western Australian
Chapter

• Earth Day Expo 4th April, organised workshops for primary
aged children about EE. Held on the Mount Lawley Campus
of ECU with over 500 children participating supported by
Mount Lawley SHS Bush Ranger Cadets, preservice
teachers and staff from ECU.
• Yr 10 Geography Earth Environmental Science Day, 28th
March, morning event at the Perth Zoo to showcase career
options arising from choosing GEES subject areas.
• Media Workshop as above.
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• Upcoming Youth Conference in September, we are on the
committee and networks used to source people and
resources for this event.
Teacher & Teacher
Education SIG

• Various members of the SIG are engaged in projects
together. These tend to be based around teacher education
and professional learning in environmental education. As the
SIG further develops, it is anticipated that the SIG will lead
and facilitate independent projects.

Members can find resources and papers for DESD activities including recent publications “The
Contribution of Early Childhood Education to a Sustainable Society” (2008) and “Media as
Partners in Education for Sustainable Development” (2008), regular newsletters and information
on DESD conferences at: http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.phpURL_ID=23279&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Information about Australia and the DESD can be found at
http://www.aries.mq.edu.au/portal/decade/index.htm and www.environment.gov.au

Australian Association for Environmental Education Annual Report 2007/2008

Page 33 of 41

11.

Financial and Auditors Report
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