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Local Partnerships For
Monitoring Aquatic Health

Margo Smith
Sustainability Project Coordinator - Ecosystems Monitoring

Ingrid Berthold
Waterwatch Coordinator- Hunter Central River CMA
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The Phosphate Problem
Phosphatas in stormwater can be naturally derived from the
WesTiering ofrocks, e dECOMPOsIAD af OTEAmE matenal,
bur it can also enter warerbodies i munoff or discharges
and from soil ind fernlisers. Sewage and liguids conmimng
laundry cleaming deterzents me  generally very rich m
phosphates. All detergenrs sre harmful 1o animals.

A mumber of recent water samples bave contained
extremely hizh concentrafions of phosphate. The

should be lass than 0.08 mglitre Some recent
samples bave been as high a3 11 mg/ litre.

‘What are the consequences of phosphate

and rubbish entering Lake Macquarie?
Phosphate is 3 muient and when it enters waterways it can
trigger algal bloome and increare aquanic weed prowth that
starves the warer of oxygen, killing fisk and orher marme
species. Rubbish collecss in drainage ess and can cause
blockazes. Plestic bags can cause injury o birds and other
wildife

How can youn help to eliminate the problem?

Do not tip cleaning solutions or cleamng

waste ingo stormwater drainy

1f vou nse o desergent look for and use
prodiucrs labelled with [P (na phosphorns)
Make wure the wavte water 1y dacharged o the
sewer

Wash your car on the lown

Dry sweep foorpaths and driveways

Use saied or kiey Fitwer to absarb grease and oil
and bin it. Do not hose w the drain

Do nor ihrow vubbish on the roads or public
areas - Don'r be a rosser

A I EARE & &

Bin your cignrerte burn

Project Overview

This project commenced m January 2006 and
involved the mnstallation of three 3000 lire bladder
tanksunder 5t Alban’s hall to harvest raimwater from
the hall reof, supply water to the toilets and wash
basins and provide for watering the church garden
and gully restoration area.

It i estimated that up to 130,000 litres of water per
year will be available for use.

In addition the gully adjacent 1o the church has been
rehabilitated by removing lantana, mulching the
whole area and replanting with a variety of native
plants and tree ferns to stabilise the steep bank and
create an attractive peaceful area for use by the
COMMMMITY a5 A quiet haven.

The eroded creek bed has been reshaped and lined

with rocks and Pyrama{™1o overcome the erosion
problem and miprove water quality in the creek.

Rahabilitated
crewk bed
with nave
pianz
becommg
astablished

Thus pubhec awareness campaign ams to mnform
local bu: and resid of the p

inted with the disch of poll inte
stormwater drams. It has been imitiaied by:

StAlbam s Godly Play
Warerwarch Jeam

with assistance from

We would like to thank all whe have
cooperated in this program

For further informstion or datails of shix project,
please conmsct
(Geoff Righy, Project Laader. St Alban's Chazth
Ph: 4943 0850 npbyiomail com
Colin Mondy. Regional Wierwarch Coordinstor,
Hunrer - Cental Bivers Catcimment Management Authoriny
Pl 4930 1030 Colin Moodyacine saw.gov o
Margo Smith, Sommwarer Education Officer.
Lake Macquarie City Council
PR 4921 0702 masnuthlaXemar oW govan

Water Moniforing Program

A Witerweatch program has been established by
the young people from St Alban’s to monitor, on
2 regular basis, the quality of nmodf water from
the surrounding commercial and residential
properties in the area and identify any
contaminants that may enter the creek. Resalt

Some of the St Albans
Godly Play Waerwarch

soam Boing mained fo

anal the warer

samples fram the gully .

The Winding Creek Tributary Sy

St Alban's gully 1= 2 small mbutary of Winding
Creek which flows from the Charlesiown retml
and residential area through Hillsharough.
Cardiff, Glendale, Cockle Creek and into Lake
Macquane near Speers Point. This catchment is
the most urbanised within the City of Lake
Macquanie and efficient management of the nmoff
water 15 crucial to Lake Maoquanes health.

Bubbisk and ether
contminants collected
in stormreater_fom the
road: i the area

Caring for our
Winding Creek Environment

St'Alban’s
GAlly 7
Restoratign’

and Rainwater.

Help us eliminate
the phosphate problem

“The Lake starts here”
Upper Winding Creek catchmeit at Charlestonn

2 3

Cimas 4 walire s

Wuirding Creek
st e lhseaiany

Waberwalch 151 Abars |
A e meroring sl

on the areawill be
idenrified like thiz



Changing perceptions

Reap the rewards of
that ririan respect

Waterways often go R VRS
unrecognised, writes i
Margo Smith

identity. making pecple more aware of their
ense of ownarship of thoir creek.
walking tracksthrough theirsites,
publishing brochures on the

et
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Community eyes and ears

EVOIULIUI - ESlUA Yy vvdllil
|dentification of community needs
CMA Environmental Education Grant
NSW Waterwatch Manual

10



Seagrass Walk awareness raising
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Future directions

Continued support for volunteers

Networking & partnership opportunities
government, education institutions & NGOs

DECCW Grant: routine & event monitoring

Aquatic ecosystem health indicators for
LMCC waterways
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