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Boyden on “Life Centres” 2004

• “Concerned and interested persons” (CIP’s)
• To bring CIP’s into neighborhood groups where 

they could together explore nature and the 
scientific underpinnings of future challenges.

• To provide a venue for consideration of feasible 
actions by people in the local community and to 
provide local communities with a new sense of 
engagement, empowerment and community 
goodwill.



Roundtable June 2006

• 34  community leaders from diverse 
disciplinary backgrounds including 3 
politicians.

• Agreed that Boyden’s idea should be 
tested

• Footprint and climate change  a key focus 
for activity

• Student interns  in community 
development

Society, 

Economy 

Environment



Book SEE-Change Centres Grey 
Power and Hope

• The two groups who may be relatively free 
to entertain the essential culture shift in 
Australian society at present are:
– those who have retired from and 

– those who have not yet joined the workforce 
but whose future is at stake.

• The need for an urgent transition in a 
number of Australian values. 

Liaising with other groups

• Not only new nodes of local activity
• But also working  with a  number of other 

groups focused on sustainability and 
climate change.

• Al Gore’s movie
• Student interns from community 

development
• Jamison first cab of the rank



“WHEN THE PEOPLE LEAD 
WITH VISION, GOVERNMENTS 

WILL FOLLOW. "

Deb Foskey, ACT Greens politician at the 
launch of the ACT SEE-Change Movement 
August 2006

Woden SEE Change
Local people building a sustainable community

• Supporting the community to reduce our 
footprint for a more sustainable future.



Alex with his chooks

Audrey, Luis and Dylan out on a 
ride near the Cotter



Clyde and Fiona buying fresh local 
produce

John is proud to show off his home  
grown pumpkins



Diana turning her compost heap

Laura and shade cloth blinds 
keeping her house cool



The controls centre for Leigh’s 
rainwater tank system

Nina with local produce from the 
Farmer’s Market at Woden CIT



Paul’s daily commute is eco-
friendly and healthy too!

Phil’s drip system uses recycled 
grey water



Susan shares some secrets gained 
in her 30 years of home gardening

Woden SEE Change tour of 
Susan’s amazing kitchen garden



Laura facilitating the Green 
Christmas workshop

5 top things to do

• Switch to Green Power
• Leave the car at home
• Adjust your thermostat
• Eat less animal products
• Take fewer flights



Inner North and Inner South

• Less structure
• Teams of activated individuals
• Home retrofitting
• Solar panels
• Submissions to government
• Working with community councils
• Spring Fairs and school events

Four years on 

• Vocal and energetic community body 
• Has attracted support from the ACT 

government
• Four active groups in various parts of 

Canberra
• Newsletter, website , office, and evolving 

infrastructure, media presence  (Vanessa)
• A schools Visioning Project now on 

agenda



Schools 2020 Vision project

• Four basic documents Earth Charter, 
Wellbeing Manifesto, Great Transition and 
Weathering the Change

• Intern roadshow
• Teachers’ curriculum discussions.
• Art, imagination, drama, debates and 

essays
• Empowereing the next generation of 

decision makers

Aims and Mission

SEE-Change aims to empower people of all ages 
in the ACT to understand and respond to some  

of the tough choices that lie ahead

Our mission is “To inspire, inform and 
support action to reduce Canberra's 

ecological footprint”.



Canberra Loves Forty

• Green balance of power
• Enquiry into emissions
• Forty percent cut recommended (majority 

vote)
• After CPRS failed question of back sliding
• University students initiated campaign
• SEE-Change joined enthiusiastically
• Government now committed

Looking Forwards

• Canberra a strong university and public 
service town.

• Green balance of power
• Strong carbon target for 2020
• Children envisioning the future.
• Our carbon emissions are still increasin 

and we are still  addicted to consumption
• The task is still ahead of us.



• Design shop Sydney, March.  60 movers 
and shakers. Matt Fisher

• A SPANC  (SPontaneous Ad-hoc Network 
of Convenience).

• 3 workshops and Roundtables  and 3 
active projects under way

• A draft  Transform Australia Manifesto, 
Mission, Vision and Values

• Exploratory Opinion Leaders Roundtable 
10 days ago in Sydney

The evolving  “Transform Australia”
Movement

• The well-being of all humans and the 
health of the planet are synonymous; 

• Nature is our provider and we are its 
stewards; 

• We acknowledge that the economy and 
ecology are intra-dependent 

• A sustainable future for our descendents is 
likely. 

Vision of “Transform Australia”



Transform Australia

• A national  development
• Design shop in March
• Nothing short of mindset change and 

transformation in our culture and values 
will suffice.

• Strong network from across civil society
• Enlivened by a colourless election and a 

hung parliament
• Developing as we speak

• Transforming the mindset of Australians in order to bring about 
whole system change

• Provide educational opportunities for more Australians to 
understand systems thinking and the reasons for system change 

• Promote the actions needed at the many levels at which change 
needs to happen, 

• Advocate for system change across all elements of Australian 
society, 

• Empowering Galvanizing Australians to create system change by 
developing a practical range of general and specific opportunities 
and projects to work on together, 

• Collaborating with other like-minded individuals, organizations 
and networks to multiply the effect of our actions and bring about 
change as soon as possible, and 

• Develop new knowledge and apply existing knowledge 

Mission of “Transform Australia”



• The US transformed itself in weeks after 
Pearl Harbour

• The challenges facing us now are far 
greater than that threat.

Too ambitious?


