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My inspiration:

Community participation
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Å School students

Å Teachers

Å Villagers



My inspiration:
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Monks as leaders



Environmental Leaders in Thailand

The King

The Government

Local  
communities

Media

Å Monks

Å Villagers

Å Indigenous  people

Å Women
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The role of the King
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+ÉÎÇȭÓ  0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ

Å Chaipattana Aerator

Å Royal  Rain Project

Å Pa Sak River basin Development

Å The Use of Vetiver Grass (Ya-Phaeg)

Å New theories of agriculture

+ÉÎÇȭÓ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ

Ȱ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÌÆ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȱ

- a guiding philosophy for Thai development                                             

strategies and policies: 4ÈÁÉÌÁÎÄȭÓ 10th Economic and                                           

Social Development Plan for 2007ɀ2011

http://www.rid.go.th/

http://www.ldd.go.th/

http://www.rid.go.th/


Roles of government
üStakeholders in promoting 

environmental management
Å The Ministry of Interior

Å The Ministry of Natural Resource 
and Environment

Å The Ministry of Science and 
Technology 

Å The Ministry of Education

Å The Ministry of Energy

Å The Ministry of University Affairs 
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üBenefits of government 
promotion

V Environmental Law             
ȰThe National 
Environmental Quality 
%ÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ !ÃÔȱ ÉÎ 1992

V Formal environmental  
education 



·The weak links between Ministries

ÁOwn laws and environmental units

Á The decentralization Acts of 1999

·Environmental management conflicts

·0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎȭÓ ÖÉÅ×ÐÏÉÎÔÓ

·People do not clearly understand government policy
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Media and environmental leadership
·The most significant mass medium in Thailand is 

television. 

·Dilemmas for Thai media
Á TV channels have no clear guidelines

Á Appropriate broadcasting times 

Á Environmental content

Á Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is not 
effective
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Local communities
as environmental leaders

Monks  Villagers

Indigenous 
people

Women  



·Buddhist philosophy

·Buddhist perspective

·Notion of Buddhism
·Monks  as  role models

·-ÏÎËÓȭ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ

·-ÏÎËÓȭ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ
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Salam, Noguchi, & Phothitan (2006)



ÁMonks lack knowledge 
of environment

ÁSome monks do not 
participate in enhancing 
environmental 
awareness 

·Kreng Jai (to be 
ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ 
feelings) and Mai Pen Rai
(does not matter*) lead to 
environmental problems

·ɉɛ )Î !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎȡ ȬÎÏ 
×ÏÒÒÉÅÓȭȟ ȬÓÈÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȭɊ
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·Local traditional knowledge

·Mairiang community

·Tamot community
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