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Overview of presentation

> Sustainability Victoria’s role in:
- Victoria 

- Education for Sustainability (EfS)
> Current SV programs targeting formal education :
- ResourceSmart Schools Program



Purpose

> We are a catalyst for sustainable growth and development 
in Victoria

Sustainability in State of Victoria

Program delivery agency

Regulator of environment      
protection

Primary environmental policy 
department

Department of Premier and Cabinet
(Climate Change Branch)

Whole of Government policy

State of Environment Report



Sustainability Victoria’s activities

Business Community

Government Households

ResourceSmart 
Government

Advice for business

Rebates

Right Advice at the    
Right Place

Walking the talk

Retrofits for low                        
income households

Sustainability Victoria’s role in EfS

> To establish a coordinated and strategic approach to build 
systemic change within the Victorian formal education sector to 
embed Education for Sustainability (EfS)  programs and 
practices.



Victoria’s Policy 
Context
> Living Sustainably-The Australian 

Government’s National Action Plan for 
Education for Sustainability Department 
of Environment Water, Heritage and the 
Arts (2008)

> Our Environment Our Future –
Environmental Sustainability Action 
Statement, Victorian Government (2006)

> Looking Ahead- DEECD’s Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy (2009) 

> The United Nations Decade of Education 
for Sustainable Development (UNDESD) 
2005-2014  

www.climatecommunities.vic.gov.au



ResourceSmart is the single call-to-action for all Victorian 
schools to conserve energy, materials and water – at home, at 
work, at school and out and about 

SV ResourceSmart Education Programs

ResourceSmart 
AuSSI Vic 

Core Module

ResourceSmart 
AuSSI Vic 

Professional 
Learning

Solar in Schools

ResourceSmart
Schools Awards

ResourceSmart
5 Star Certification

ResourceSmart
AuSSI Vic  - Waste

GAV’s
Toolbox for

Environmental 
Change



ResourceSmart Schools

> There are 2513 schools in 
Victoria.

> 25% are engaged in 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic 
framework.

-14% Independent schools
-17% Catholic schools
-69% Government school

Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative
AuSSI

> It is a National framework being implemented in each state and 
territory

> It involves whole school planning and engagement

> DEWHA with support of DEECD (Vic)

> NSW & Vic pilots (Sustainable Schools)

> Victorian trial of revised framework in 2007 (DEECD and DEWHA)
through CERES, VAEE and ACU

> SV overseeing Vic implementation from 2008 + feed into national 
working group

> 2008 onwards: delivery undertaken by SV, DEECD, CERES/VAEE 
(and consortia) & service providers



What is ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic?

> ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic is a holistic approach to s ustainability
for primary and secondary schools;
-involving a whole school approach
-providing students with real-life learning experiences
-leading to improved management of the school’s facilities and 
resource use (including energy, waste, water, products and materials, 
biodiversity, landscape design). 

What does ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic 
mean for schools?
> Saving resources,
> Reducing waste and 

greenhouse gas emissions,
> Increasing biodiversity,
> Leadership opportunities for 

students, staff and parents,
> Certification, 
> Recognition through the 

ResourceSmart Awards and 
Rubbish Free Lunch Challenge.



ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Framework

Certification Tools

> For each module there is a certification tool containing the 
following sections:

> Workplace/Daily Operations
> Learning and teaching
> Whole school community engagement

> In each of these areas there are a certain number of 
minimum requirements that a school needs to complete.



ResourceSmart 5Star Sustainability 
Certification

Schools Environment Tracking System 
(SETS)

> All schools are encouraged to be on the  Schools 
Environment Tracking System (SETS)

> SETS is a software program to record waste, water, 
energy and biodiversity bills to demonstrate usage. 

> To become a ResourceSmart 5Star Sustainability Certified 
school, the school needs to be on SETS.



ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Professional Learning

Beginning 2010,  2 courses accredited:

> 22025VIC - Course in ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Assessment
> 22026VIC - Course in ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Facilitation

The courses have been entered on the State Register of Accredited 
Courses and Recognised Qualifications and the National Training 
Information Service. Sustainability Victoria hold the copyright to the 
courses. 

Facilitation course will be delivered by VAEE  for the first time next 
month. 

Going forward-vision

> Improved integration of sustainability education 
between and amongst organisations to promote 
sustainable development. 

> All Victorian Schools are participating in 
sustainable  education programs in partnership 
with their local government/business, industry and 
community.

> Increased access to research and evaluation.
> Expansion of partnership and network activities 

(Sector hubs) between organisations which 
enhance the quality and impact of programs.

> Behaving sustainably is mainstream in all that we 
do and say.



DEFRA Behaviour Change Framework-DEFRA (2005) Secur ing the 
Future – Delivering the UK Sustainable Development S trategy

DEFRA (2005) Securing the Future – Delivering the UK Sustainable Development Strategy

> www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au

For more information:For more information:

>> www.sustainability.vic.gov.au
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