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XX Month 20XX Title of presentation

2010 
Australia Post 

Kids Teaching Kids 
Week

‘A call for action across 
Australia’

Welcome and introduction



2

Over 10 years Firestarter has grown and grown

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

How KTK began

Problem: Richard arriving at a new school that had behavioural issues 
and was operating in lock down mode.  

Arron working as a flood plains manager and 
finding challenges getting sustainability messages through to the 
community. 

Solution: Students took ownership and responsibility for the local Lock 
Island, worked with mentors to increase their knowledge and then taught 
each about the island and how to care for it.  Students worked towards the 
common goal of increasing the ecological health of island – morale and 
behaviour improved along side island health.  Environmental messages 
and actions were being delivered into the wider community. 

This experience was the inspiration behind the first KTK conference.  This 
quilt was made for the first conference and now travels to all subsequent 
conferences.
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23 State Conferences

Adelaide   x 4 
Albury
Bendigo
Broken Hill
Canberra
Goolwa
Hobart
Inverell
Lorne

Melbourne   x 4
Mildura    x 3
Narrabri
Perth
Port Fairy
Sydney
Tamworth
Toowoomba
Wagga Wagga

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

Yep, just like the Leyland brothers we’ve traveled all over the country side.



Mildura 2003,  2005

6 International Conferences

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

Port Phillip Bay 2006

Townsville 2008

Canberra 2007,  2009

Caloundra 2010

Conferences have included students from Torres Straight Islands, New 
Zealand, Sweden, Indonesia, Brazil, Japan etc
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• 20,000 students and teachers  

• 2000 schools from all around Australia

• 200 main stage presentations

• 600 kids teaching kids workshops

• 4050 Kids Teaching Kids workshops held in local Communities

• 260 hands on activities including
•Revegetation (coastal and inland)
•Bird, possum and bat box building
•Canoeing
•Dancing (indigenous hip hop)
•Water testing
•Indigenous knowledge / learning
• and so many, many more

Outcomes from 10 years of Kids Teaching Kids conferences

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

The number of students, teachers, organisations, government agencies, 
businesses, community groups and events involved with Kids Teaching 
Kids programs keeps snowballing.
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• The resilient child literature

• Multiple intelligences

• Co-operative learning and group activities 

• Reflection, talking and learning about learning

• De Bono
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A winning combination
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10 years ago we couldn’t have known that we would be teaching about 
terrorism and swine flu in class.  As educators we can’t be experts in 
everything but what we can do is help students in developing the
confidence and ability to adapt these changing circumstances.  We can 
build on students skills and experiences so they can understand their 
place in the world and how they can make a positive contribution to it.  

Resilient Child: Studies & research looking at why some children who 
have experienced trauma (ghettos, abuse, refugees etc) go onto lead 
healthy & successful lives while others get caught in a downward spiral.
Multiple intelligences: (Howard Gardner) Visual-Spatial, Bodily-
kinaesthetic, Musical, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Linguistic, Logical –
Mathematical, Naturalistic.   
Cooperative learning: sharing ideas, team work effective 
communication skills, empathy, supporting each other.

Leaning about learning: what makes for engaging learning?  How can 
students best get their messages across to others?

De Bono : White: Data, what are the facts? Red: Emotions - instinctive gut 
reaction, Black: Areas for improvement identifying flaws or barriers, 
Yellow: Areas that work well, Green: Creativity - investigation, seeing 
where a thought goes, Blue: Thinking - thinking about thinking.
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Using the Workshop Model

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

• Empowers students to have their voice heard

• Gives students responsibility for their learning

• Compliments multiple intelligences

• Encourages teamwork, communication skills, time 
management skills and self confidence

• Builds pride and links within communities 

• Creates resilient members of our community

Cast study: Collingwood College, Melbourne Water Conference 2010.
School from low socio economical area of inner city, students from 12 
different nationalities within the class.  The school infrastructure was run 
down, morale was low and 2 students with behavioural problems were 
about to be expelled.  Although committed the teacher was feeling at his 
wits end.
We approached school offering sponsorship to attend the conference and 
went over the commitment that was involved with developing a workshop 
and presenting it at conference.  Will a little hesitance about the level of 
commitment required by the students and the increase in workload the 
teacher agreed to take part in the conference.  He viewed it as last 
opportunity for those students who were disruptive to become reengaged 
with their learning.
We supported by: Visiting school to work with students, connected them 
with a mentor, activity ideas, acted as sounding board, shared successes 
(most students engaged, enjoyed the added responsibility, school began 
being fun again, a student who was notoriously late/absent began arriving 
on time ’ and setbacks  (student telling teacher to ‘get f**ked’ requiring 
calls to parents etc).
The students developed a fantastic workshop that included a movie (guy 
showering after footy training wasting water while he sings club song –
then image cuts to students who give water usage facts from their 
countries), powerpoint presentation, life size board game and washer 
changing demo and race.
The school went on to present one of the most talked about and  enjoyed 
presentations but the real success was the pride the teacher and students 
felt.  

First picture slide is of the Collingwood students presenting their 
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What makes for good 
teaching?

Think, pair, shareThink, pair, share

As a room full of educators we all agree that education is a vital ingredient 
in creating a sustainable future.  It’s not enough to just tell people to do 
some thing and the expect them to follow through with the appropriate 
action.  If that were the case then current issues like climate change and 
biodiversity loss would be a thing of the past.  We understand that people 
need to be engaged with the why and how needed to make these 
changes happen.  

The KTK learning model takes this line of thought a step further and 
encourages students to take ownership of these environmental issues, at 
a local level, and then go on to teach others about them.  Young people 
relate and accept other young in a unique way.  Just as scientists trust 
and value other scientists opinions, students also speak a shared 
language. As much as we might like to think that we understand kids there 
will always be an extra degree of separation due to the age gap. Our 
language, interests, cultures, body language and of course hormones are 
different.  That’s definitely not to say that older people have little to offer 
younger people but rather to say that we should embrace this other area 
of learning that is often over looked. Kids are receptive and naturally 
curious about each other.   They want  to hear what their peers have to 
say and they want to be heard by them too.  

Think, pair, share : Ask teachers 1. ‘What makes for good teaching?’ 2. 
‘What do good teachers do?’
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What the students have to say

Information Session ©Firestarter Pty Ltd

Students have a strong understanding the principles behind good learning.  
When asked to define what makes for good teaching and good teachers 
they will come up with a very similar list to teachers but without the jargon 
words.
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What makes for good 
teachers??

Think, pair, shareThink, pair, share

As a room full of educators we all agree that education is a vital ingredient 
in creating a sustainable future.  It’s not enough to just tell people to do 
some thing and the expect them to follow through with the appropriate 
action.  If that were the case then current issues like climate change and 
biodiversity loss would be a thing of the past.  We understand that people 
need to be engaged with the why and how needed to make these 
changes happen.  

The KTK learning model takes this line of thought a step further and 
encourages students to take ownership of these environmental issues, at 
a local level, and then go on to teach others about them.  Young people 
relate and accept other young in a unique way.  Just as scientists trust 
and value other scientists opinions, students also speak a shared 
language. As much as we might like to think that we understand kids there 
will always be an extra degree of separation due to the age gap. Our 
language, interests, cultures, body language and of course hormones are 
different.  That’s definitely not to say that older people have little to offer 
younger people but rather to say that we should embrace this other area 
of learning that is often over looked. Kids are receptive and naturally 
curious about each other.   They want  to hear what their peers have to 
say and they want to be heard by them too.  

Think, pair, share : Ask teachers 1. ‘What makes for good teaching?’ 2. 
‘What do good teachers do?’
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What the students have to say

Having identified the components of good teaching students use their 
findings to develop their workshop.  They explore the methods they are 
going to use to both develop their workshop  activities and the strategies 
for communicating with their students.
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Our approach to environmental education

Heart

Head

Hand

Heart: Passion, emotion behind our actions.  Apathy is huge hurdle when 
faced with environmental issues as people become desensitised to them .  
When was the last time your heat raced? What emotions were you 
feeling? Positive – happy, excited, overjoyed, pride Negative – scared, 
anxious, worried, nervous.  It’s important to acknowledge these feelings 
and use them as a platform for engaging others with your issue. It’s even 
more important that negatives are reassessed to become positives ie
Wording like ‘the world’s going to explode’ can be reassessed to ‘5 ways 
you can help save the world’

Head: Information. We need to make sure that we understand our topic 
and that the information we are presenting is accurate.  The best of 
intentions and activities can be discredited if the information is wrong.  We 
can provide expert mentors to schools doing KTK workshops.  This is a 
vital component in making sure that the workshop is valid and helps to 
increase students base level of understanding of their topic. It also 
provides the opportunity for students to practice their communication skills 
with adults outside of the immediate school environment.

Hand: Action. Without action nothing changes and all the passion and
information in the world isn’t going to make a difference to the 
environment.  Workshops provide an opportunity for action as students 
share what they learn with other students, teachers, council members, 
business owners, corporations etc in an interactive way.  Experiments, 
drama, IT, games, quizzes, dance, model making, craft etc are all part of 
KTK workshop.  Actions that have been generated from workshops 
include pledges (students, school, council, gov agency), sponsorship for 
envi projects, changes in policy, revegetation projects, a boost to existing 
or neglected programs.
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Reaching out beyond the conferences

A sponsor was sourced to financially facilitate the dream of thousands of 
students taking part in KTK events across the country.

•It’s a free program for schools and organisations to participate in

•A new website was launched – containing learning model info, online 
registration and education resources

•All schools around Australia sent poster and brochure

•Contacted existing education networks and previous conference 
participants

•Basically telling anyone and everyone who would listen



• Kids Teaching Kids methodology and all the tools including the Kids 
Teaching Kids book & DVD, website, workshop pro formas etc.

• Education team to assist schools develop their workshops and events

• Mentors to provide factual information for workshops 

• Media attention to promote events at a local, state and national level

• Posters to promote events

• Schools receive a framed certificate of appreciation, electronic copy for 
students and entry into the online Kids Teaching Kids Hall of Fame 

Support provided to schools & organisations

Support level matches that of conferences.  Level of assistance required 
by hosting schools and organisations varied.  Many hosts had been 
involved with KTK in past and had a very sound understanding of what 
was involved in developing a workshop.  Resources provide a step by step 
guide and conversations with the education team helped to share what 
has worked well in the past for other presenting schools.



Quick bite: An individual or group conducts an environmental Kids Teaching Kids session or 
activity to other students within the class or school.

Class model: A class conducts environmental Kids Teaching Kids sessions within the class. 
The class breaks into smaller groups and deliver their presentations to the other members of 
the same class.  No need to change learning routines or teaching spaces.

Interclass model: A class, individual or group shares its learning on an environmental topic with 
another class or classes within the school. This requires liaison with another class or 
classes and may require timetabling and larger teaching space.

Interfaculty or interfaculty model: Students from different faculties share their knowledge on 
an environmental topic.  Students from the science faculty can focus on the science behind 
an issue while students from the arts faculty can create a workshop on the same topic from 
an artistic perspective. The same approach could be replicated within a single faculty.

Whole school model: Each year level within the school chooses an environmental topic and 
develops Kids Teaching Kids workshops for it.  The workshops are presented to the other 
year levels so the knowledge sharing could include anything from poetry to puppetry or 
physics to physical education. This model could provide a week of activities based around 
environmental issues.

Intra school model: A committed class or school environment group conducts a session with 
students from other schools. It is worth noting that if 5 representatives* from other schools 
take part in the Kids Teaching Kids workshop then the presenting school will qualify for 
$500.  The money can be spent at the school’s discretion on their Kids Teaching Kids 
workshop.  Materials or transport may be areas where the money could be spent. 

Compliment rather than compete

Schools are extremely busy places with an already full curriculum and 
limited time and resources.  That being the case teachers are remarkably 
innovative and always looking for ways to increase their students 
educational experiences.  

The KTK learning model aims to compliment and value add to existing 
units of work, rather than being an unwelcome addition to workloads or 
‘just another program’. 

A KTK event can be as little or as big as teachers want it to be.  The 
process of learning to learn, making contact with mentors and all the 
aspects of the hidden curriculum (teamwork, self confidence, time 
management, community involvement etc)  are more important than the 
final workshop presentation itself.



A snapshot of KTK Week events across Australia

Schools from every state and territory participated in the program which 
included:

• 240+ schools

• 13,000+ students

• 300+ teachers 

• 100+ organisations 

• 100+ workshops

Event examples from around Australia

NSW: in Sydney, over 220 students will be at Taronga Park Zoo doing 
presentations on the theme of “Climate Change and Endangered Species”
with hands-on environment activities amongst the animal enclosures.

QLD: in Gympie, more than 650 students will converge on Gympie 
Showgrounds with costumed presentations on litter, waste recycling and 
solar energy and hands on workshops, environmental displays as well as 
a massive digital wall where students will post comments about the future 
of the globe.

VIC: in Williamstown, 180 children from nine schools in the Hobsons Bay 
area will take part in fun workshops and costumed performances including 
a rhythmic drama on being water wise, an original song about saving 
water and the creation of a collaborative schools banner.

WA: in Baldivis, Perth more than 120 students will converge on Baldivis 
Children’s Forest with costumed and dance presentations on forest 
conservation, recycling and animal welfare. Students will also perform with 
musical instruments made of recycled material and create a wooden 
screen mural for use in the forest compound.

TAS: in Molesworth, Hobart an animal safety quiz will be conducted by six 
students, dressed as Tassie Devils to educate their classmates about how 
they can help keep animals safe in the bush. Some of the questions will 
cover issues like feral cats, bush fire prevention and how to keep the bush 
free from litter.

SA: at Fulham, around 40 students and teachers from seven schools from 
the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges area will be involved in fun
workshops and activities to explain the environment projects they work on 



Top left & Bottom right: Copperfield College event, 8 schools, 100 
students, location community environmental centre on university campus.

Top right: Melbourne Girls College event, 8 schools, 100 students, KTK 
workshops and adult presenters

Bottom left: Gympie YES symposium, 800 students, KTK workshops and 
adult presenters



Korean Kids Teaching Kids Week event

Six students and their teacher travel to Australia from the Seoul, Korea. They 
were taking part in youth cultural exchange program organised by the MIZY cetre
which is sponsored by UNESCO.  The school visited Brisbane and Melbourne, 
while in Melbourne the students visited Melbourne Girls College and Mill Park 
(pictured).  The aim of the visit was to see what other young people around the 
world were doing to save the environment.

The Mill Park students presented a workshop that they had previously developed 
for a KTK conference based on frogs.  Workshop activities included frog food 
webs, frog origami, frog sounds bingo and frog dancing.  

The Korean students delivered a powerpoint presentation on the green initiatives 
that they had be working on in their schools followed by a Q & A session.   

It was a fantastic cultural exchange opportunity, email and blog addresses were 
swapped and gifts were given (Traditional Korean hair pins to some of the girls –
fashion knows no language!)



A little lost in translation



Top left: Food web activity – boy with red hair just joined Mill Park the 
week before and embraced the opportunity to share his knowledge with 
others.

Top right: A lesson in how to use the hair pin

Bottom left: Swapping emails

Bottom right: Frog dance



These are students from Collingwood College presenting their water 
workshop at 2010 Melbourne Water conference



What we’ve learnt

Schools/organisations really enjoyed being involved with the program and saw 
great benefits for students, schools and communities. 

The program value added to existing programs, events and units of work within 
schools.  This made it easy to adapt the program into a pre-existing 
framework.

For some schools this was the beginning of implementing a school
environmental management plan and the program was used as an 
opportunity to focus students and staff on the school’s longer term goals.

Time and resources were the major issues faced by schools which resulted in  
some schools withdrawing from the program.  Other reasons for withdrawal 
were staff changes and student behaviour.



WhatWhat’’s next?s next?

We should also remember that the future is notWe should also remember that the future is not

somewhere we are going, it is something we somewhere we are going, it is something we 

are creating.are creating.

Professor Ian Lowe, (2005)

The future is up to us.  What do we want for the future?  What is our legacy going 
to be?



Get involved in 2011Get involved in 2011



Contact Details 
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Cat Kozlowski

Education Officer
Kids Teaching Kids
Telephone: 03 9329 3736
Email: cat@kidsteachingkids.com.au
Skype: cat.kozlowski1
www.kidsteachingkids.com.au

Michelle Pipino

Project Manager
Kids Teaching Kids
Telephone: 03 9329 3736
Mobile: 0417 587 757
Email: michelle@kidsteachingkids.com.au
www.kidsteachingkids.com.au


