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Welcome to the AAEE Coastal & Marine Special Interest Group
Who and Why?
A s E d u c a t o r s wo r k i n g i n
Coastal and Marine Environments,
we all know just how important
these ecosystems are; their intrinsic
value should be reinforced by their
importance to people and our
economy. Why then, are our
coastal and marine environments
being ‘used up’, rather than just
‘used’ by so many Australians?
Australians are a caring bunch
and most of us aren’t silly - we
know pollution is bad and so is
over-fishing and so is driving our
cars too much and so is leaving
the light switched on when
noone’s in the room. The
tremendous task we’ve made our
own is to br idge t he divide
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between awareness and
conscience, and long term
behaviour.
Most of us have been plugging
away at this for a while, some
more than 20 years in fact! As
professionals, we must at some
point ask ourselves questions such
as “What am I achieving?, Am I
wasting time? Is there a better way
to do this?”.
While we’re all restricted by
funding and reporting goals, we
must still keep that behaviour
change target in mind. Yes, this is
a somewhat overwhelming task,
b u t t h a t j u s t m a ke s i t m o re
rewarding to achieve!
And ACHIEVE THAT GOAL we
will! Let’s combine the decades of

experience and the hundreds of
thousands of dollars in tertiary
qualifications with the fire in our
bellies and work together. Let’s
network and share to increase our
capacity as conduits for behaviour
change to conserve and enjoy our
precious coastal and mar ine
environments forever.

Survey Results
Questions 1 & 2
Questions 3 & 4
Questions 5 & 6
Now What?
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This online survey was conducted using Survey Monkey over a period
of 6 months. It was promoted to members of the AAEE Coastal &
Marine Special Interest Group, others working in marine education
through social media, and to the national AAEE membership. 32
individuals responded to the survey, with most completing each of the
seven questions. This collection is accepted as a fair representation of
members of the Special Interest Group.

Question One
The majority of respondants
(44%) work in the Non-Government
sector, followed by 25% who work
in private organisations.
Interestingly, Local Government was
poorly represented. Given that
coastal and marine education is one
of the responsibilities of Local
Government, there is value in
engaging with the AAEE Local
Government SIG, as well as existing
networks suc h as t he Sydney
Coastal Councils Group. Similarly,
this may also be done with the
Preschool and Childcare sector with
the AAEE Early Childhood SIG.
However, based on current
membership, there is great value in
sharing content and ideas you think
may be useful for others working in
the Non-Government and Private
sectors!

Question Two
Given that only 3% of
respondants work formally in the
Primary School sector (See Question
One), the high percentage (63%) of
programs targeting Primary School
Students is interesting. This suggests
that while there seems to be an
abundance of content and programs
about coastal and marine education
available to Primar y Students,
teachers are less likely to be
networking with others on this topic.
Also worth noting is that the
extended text responses to this
question highlighted additional
target audiences (in order of
frequency):
• Recreational Fishers (3)
• Preschool (1)
• Industry (1)
• University Students (1)

While most of us work in Non-Government or Private Organisations, we all
have similar goals and target audiences…
A perfect reason to share and network.

Question Three
It seems we all want lots from
joining the SIG! Not surprisingly, this
starts with networking. Through the
networking, most (78%) hope to
access activities and practical
activities to use within our coastal
and marine education programs.
Many respondants would also
like access (“pre-digested”, to be
precise) to relevant guides and
research.
65% of respondants joined the
SIG for Personal Interest. This
reinforces the idea that we become
educators in this field because we
love it, not because it will earn us
millions.

Question Four
We have SO much to offer!! The
vast majority have been working in
this field for more than 2 years, and
some more than 25 years.
We have tertiary qualifications
and exper ience in Education,
Science, Marine Biology, Zoology,
Environmental Science, Coastal
Management, Journalism,
Communications, and SCUBA, just to
name a few.
We w o r k i n a r a n g e o f
environments across Australia, from
tropical Nor t h Queensland to
temperate Kangaroo Island and
beyond.

Most of us have a depth of knowledge.
Together we have a breadth of knowledge.
But we still need more.

Question Five
There are currently 23 ‘official’
members of the Coastal & Marine
SIG. Many of these also make up
the 53 members of the SIG’s
Facebook Group.
Results to question five then are
not surprising, as the majority prefer
to communicate using the internet
either via email (81%) and/or via
Facebook (47%).
We must not forget the value of
face to face meetings and
conferences. Although expensive,
16% of respondants still value these
personal interactions.

Question Six
While 75% of respondants were
aware of AAEE, a hefty 25% were
not. This result suggests that our
reach via social media extends
beyond that of AAEE.

This is how we do it:
Use this network to your advantage!
Email eachother and post questions and suggestions on the Facebook
page. Share resources for a common goal - our coasts and oceans.

Question Seven:
What YOU Want

Network: A group or system of interconnected people or things. A group of
people who exchange information, contacts, and experience for
professional or social purposes.
We are only as good as the links between us.
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