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Outdoor nature education can be provided by classroom teachers, specialist
teachers, Environmental Education Centres and external providers. Our aim
is to provide a platform to allow all these groups to collaborate and share
their knowledge to enrich nature education for all Australian children. With
the implementation of the National Curriculum the time to act upon this is
now.

Network Aims:
We wish to promote the benefits of outdoor play and learning in a
natural environment. These benefits include:
 Strong gains in physical and cognitive development
 Learning to work together cooperatively, to take turns and to
develop sound social skills
 Improving balance, coordination, fine and gross motor skills
 Developing problem solving skills, confidence and perseverance
 Developing an appreciation for, understanding of, and relationship
to, their natural environment
 Developing self-risk assessment skills
 Overcoming apprehension of being wet and dirty
 Developing use of all senses.
 Developing language and communication skills
 Developing improved motivation, self esteem
We hope to become a group who:
1. Share ideas on how to integrate outdoor learning into the school
curriculum for use by mainstream teachers and others. This includes
programs that cover curriculum and non-curriculum outcomes.
2. Explore ideas on non- school based immersion in nature e.g. in family
nature clubs.
3. Incorporate Indigenous perspectives throughout and respect the
traditional conservation and environmental ideals of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Australians.
4. Share ideas on developing playgrounds or bushland to support this
work - including "natural bush" spaces, food forests, and veggie and herb
gardens.
5. Develop and share integrated units of work based on the new National
Curriculum.
6. Communicate using a range of Internet communication tools, starting
with an email network and leading into a blog.
7. Meet as a SIG at state and national AAEE conferences or at other
times as needs arise.
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Next Steps:
Ideas Gathering: Online
Survey
Blog and online
resourcing
Network weekend at
“Wangat Lodge”
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